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MAP LEGEND

RIDING THE TRAIL

Pureora to Piropiro, 40km

The fi rst section of this ride is graded 

Intermediate due to the climb around 

Mt Pureora. Starting 200m from the DOC 

Pureora Field Base on Barryville Rd, the 

Timber Trail winds through beautiful 

podocarp forest until the number 4 marker. 

These fi rst 4km are an ideal introduction to 

riding for younger members of the family. 

There are loops at that end of the trail to 

extend the riding distance. 

From the number 4 marker the trail 

climbs steadily through exotic trees and 

regenerating bush to a shelter past the 

number 8 marker. This is a good spot to rest 

and enjoy the views. From the shelter past 

the number 8 marker the trail climbs to its 

highest point at 980m above sea level. Past 

the 12km mark there is a track on the right 

heading downhill. Do not take this track. 

Riding to the number 18 marker is an easy 

downhill ride including a 115m suspension 

bridge, followed 1.2km later by another 

bridge of 109m. Between markers 21-28 

the trail follows an old logging road mostly 

downhill. There are some steep downhill 

runs between 25 and 26 – it is strongly 

recommended to walk these sections. 

Across the suspension bridge at marker 

27 is a good place for a picnic or to pitch a 

tent, with easy access to water, a toilet and 

shelter. At marker 39 you will reach Piropiro. 

If you are staying at Blackfern Lodge you’ll 

need to ride 7km on a signposted side trail 

(4.8km before Piropiro). This lodge is usually 

booked out in advance.

Piropiro to Ongarue, 
47km

The trail from markers 39 to 85 is graded 

Easy to Intermediate. From marker 39 

to 42 it is an easy ride through newly 

regenerating forest. From marker 42 you will 

climb steadily through tawa and tanekaha 

forest, before levelling out towards the 

Maramataha Bridge. This is the longest 

and highest bridge on the trail at 141m long 

and 53m high. From the bridge, the longest 

climb of the day (around 30 minutes) will 

bring you to a cleared area known as ‘the 

terminus’ just past the 47 mark; the most 

northern point on the tramline. The trail is 

almost entirely downhill from this point to 

the end in Ongarue. 
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Waitomo Lodge

Waitomo District’s highest Qualmark-rated motel. Opened March 2008. 14 studio units, 6 x 1-bedroom 
units. Super king-size beds in all units. Air-conditioned units available. Spa bath units available. 15min 
drive to Waitomo Caves attractions. Walk across the road to award-winning Bosco Café for great food.

Waitomo District’s highest Qualmark-rated motel

SH 3, north end of Te Kuiti  Ph: 07 878 0003  Fax: 07 878 8469  
Email: info@waitomo-lodge.co.nz  www.waitomo-lodge.co.nz 
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